
What is Easter  
really about? 

Eggs? Rabbits? 
Chocolate? 

Chickens? 

Store shelves at this time of year are filled with 

chocolate eggs, rabbits and chickens to celebrate the 

Easter festival. Many people enjoy these special 

treats without knowing the reason for the festival, 

which in reality has nothing to do with chocolate, 

eggs, rabbits or chickens. But more on that later. 

Easter is the most important celebration on the 

calendar for Christians. And what they celebrate 

over the four days has significance for every human 

being on the planet, including you. It has to do with 

a man called Jesus Christ who lived on this earth in 

the flesh 2010 years ago [the fact that our modern 

calendar counts the years since his birth reflects the 

impact He had on the world then and continues to 

have even today]. 

This Jesus was no ordinary man. Important details of 

His birth, life and death were predicted hundreds of 

years beforehand by Jewish prophets - Moses, King 

David, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Micah. Each one of 

those predictions was fulfilled, including his birth to 

a virgin in a place called Bethlehem, his betrayal by 

a close friend and his death by crucifixion. At the 

times these prophecies were written, it was humanly 

impossible for a virgin to give birth, Bethlehem was 

not even on the map yet, and crucifixion did not 

exist as a form of capital punishment. How could 

these things have been predicted and more 

importantly, how could they have been fulfilled? 

The answer lies in the fact that the God who created 

us, who knows all things, inspired the prophets to 

write and He also brought the prophesied events to 

pass. You see, though Jesus Christ was indeed 

human, he was no ordinary man. He was also the 

Son of God.  

Good Friday commemorates His brutal death on a 

cross at the hands of sinful men; Easter Saturday 

reminds us that He spent 3 days and 3 nights in the 

tomb, just as He himself predicted; Easter Sunday 

celebrates the fact that He came alive again, also just 

as He told his disciples He would do. Eyewitnesses, 

including the Roman guards keeping watch over the 

tomb, testified that His body had disappeared 

leaving the tomb empty. 

Why would God have allowed His own Son to be 

crucified? This is the good news for all of us. The 

Bible tells us that sin brought death into the world 

and therefore the penalty for sin is death. None of us 

can escape that penalty because none of us are pure, 

we have all sinned in some form or other. That 

includes all of us, except Jesus Christ – He was 

sinless. Though He was in every way a human 

being, and tempted just as we are, he never gave in 

to those temptations, but kept himself pure. He was 

willing to do that for us so that He could pay the 

penalty of death on our behalf. That’s why He was 

crucified and that’s why we remember His death 

every year.  

What His death means for all of us is that if we 

believe and follow Him we won’t have to pay the 

penalty for our own sins. We will be forgiven and 

will receive the eternal life that God has promised 

to all who believe in Jesus Christ, His Son. 

We too will experience the new life that Jesus 

Christ had when He rose from his grave after 3 

days. That’s why we celebrate Easter Sunday – God 

provided His own Son to be the sacrifice for us, to 

pay the penalty for our sin and to conquer death. 

Thus making it possible for sinners to be forgiven 

and have fellowship with God. Believers no longer 

need to fear death because Jesus proved there is life 

after death and it is available to all who believe in 

Him. 

So what about the chocolate, eggs, rabbits and 

chickens? Some people like to think of them as 

symbols of the new life Jesus gives, but as you can 

see, these treats pale into insignificance when 

compared to the real meaning and events of the 

festival.  

To find out more about God’s plan for you 

visit this website:  www.seekgod.org 


