
Unwrapping 
Christmas 

Most people know that Christmas is a celebra-

tion of the birth of Jesus Christ.  Why is his 

birth so important that we celebrate it each 

year? The Bible tells us who he is, why he came 

and even what he is doing this very moment. 

Who is he?  

The Bible says that Jesus Christ was God who 

became a human being and dwelt among us. He 

was born to a virgin named Mary. As a man he 

was like us in every way except that he lived a 

sinless life in obedience to God. The Bible 

gives ample evidence of his humanity. For ex-

ample, he hungered in the wilderness after 40 

days of fasting, became thirsty after a long walk 

and slept when he was tired. He also felt human 

emotions such as grief, compassion and anguish 

and had human relationships. He was called the 

Son of God and the Son of Man. 

He was born to poor parents, who at his birth 

could only afford turtledoves, the poor person’s 

offering for a firstborn. As an adult Jesus said 

he had ‘nowhere to lay his head’. He was re-

jected by his hometown, abandoned by his 

peers, betrayed by a friend. He was even 

tempted as we are, though he never once gave 

in to those temptations. In all of this he showed 

that he can truly identify with us as a human 

being. 

Why did he come?  

The Bible says we all belong to God because he 

made us. And it tells us that when we die we 

will be judged by him according to how we’ve 
lived our lives, measured by the standard of Je-

sus Christ. He lived a sinless life. He never 

sinned, not ever, not even once. What about 

you? Have you ever told a lie (even a little white 

one)? Have you ever hated someone (Jesus said 

this was as bad as murder by God’s standards)? 

Have you loved God with all your heart, all your 

mind and all your strength (this is God’s first 

commandment)? If you are honest with your-

self, you will realize you don’t measure up. 

Now if you think you will escape that judge-

ment because you don’t believe in God, you are 

like the man who stands in the middle of a rail-

way track saying “I don’t believe in trains”! Not 

believing in trains doesn’t make them non-

existent, does it? The fact is, not one of us can 

measure up to God’s standard (except Jesus 

Christ). We are all sinners, which means we are 

all sentenced to an eternity in hell. 

But there is good news. It is not God’s will for 

any human to perish in hell so he provided a 

way for us to be forgiven—through Jesus Christ. 

“God demonstrates His own love toward us, in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us.” Jesus was a sinless man, but he suffered at 

the hands of sinful men and died a cruel death 

on a cross.  

He suffered the punishment for our sins so that 

those who believe and trust in him won’t have 
to perish in hell. The offer is open to all of us, 

but we have to choose: obey God and live for-

ever or disobey and be condemned forever.  

What do you choose?  

Where is he now? 

Jesus rose from the grave, conquering death and 

proving that eternal life is real. He is alive and 

at the right hand of God interceding on behalf of 

those who believe in him. Will you believe in 

him whose birth we celebrate at Christmas? 
 

For more information, check out  

needgod.com 


